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and imparts on its students the value of the 
applied of agriculture science and technology, 
entrepreneurship, and rural communities. 

I am proud to honor their dedication to edu-
cation, innovation, and preservation in Nebras-
ka’s dynamic agriculture industry. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 2, 2013 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall no. 
428, I was unavoidably detained at a personal 
doctor’s appointment. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

ROBERT PELTON 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 2, 2013 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take this opportunity to recognize the re-
markable career and outstanding community 
involvement of a great Texan, devoted public 
servant and my good friend, Robert Pelton. It 
is an honor for me to recognize Robert, not 
only for his numerous professional accom-
plishments and many contributions to our 
Houston community and the great state of 
Texas, but also for his service to our country. 

Robert and I met many years ago while I 
was working in the Harris County District At-
torney’s Office as a prosecutor. Our friendship 
may have seemed unlikely as Robert, a crimi-
nal defense attorney, was more often than not 
defending the people I was prosecuting. Even 
though we were on opposing sides, there was 
a mutual admiration among us that to this day, 
has not wavered. I am grateful to call Robert 
a friend. 

Robert’s humble nature comes from his 
small town roots and strong patriotic upbring-
ing in Abilene, Texas. As a child growing up 
in West Texas, Robert had a passion for read-
ing. The books Robert read made Texas his-
tory come alive and his fascination with Texas 
legends and lawyers took root. He began to 
notice how folks less fortunate were mis-
treated and taken advantage of in his small 
town. So, at the young age of 14, he made up 
his mind to become a great lawyer, like the 
heroes he read about in his books. Robert still 
likes classic old west movies about good guys 
and outlaws. 

His West Texas roots taught him that his 
word was his bond. He lives by that character 
trait. 

Like many honorable men, Robert wanted to 
serve our nation and enlisted with the Texas 
Army National Guard. He trained as a combat 
infantryman, a job that is not for the weak of 
heart, with the 36th Infantry Division. After 
honorably serving from 1966 to 1972, Robert 
was discharged with the rank of Sergeant (E– 
5). Still determined to become a lawyer, Rob-
ert enrolled with South Texas College of Law 
after graduating from McMurry College in Abi-
lene. During law school, he served as Chief 
Prosecutor of the Honor Court and as a Jus-
tice on the Honor Court. And the rest is his-
tory. 

During his internship with the famous attor-
ney Jim Skelton, Robert worked on a case 
where Mr. Skelton represented David Owen 
Brooks—a defendant in the largest mass mur-
der case in the United States at the time. After 
helping with this case, Robert realized that his 
calling was to defend those accused of 
crimes. 

Since May 1975, Robert has represented 
numerous people during his legal career. Of 
all of his clients, a highlight in Robert’s legal 
career was representing the late Marvin 
Zindler, as his personal lawyer for over 30 
years. Marvin Zindler was known for his con-
sumer reporting—on ABC News on channel 
13—one of the first in the business to do so— 
letting the unsuspecting public in on the down 
and dirty dealings of local businesses through-
out Southeast Texas. Marvin was a fighter for 
the little man and defended those who were 
swindled or scammed—seeking retribution the 
best way he knew how, with a bright light, an 
all-seeing camera lens, and a television audi-
ence. It makes sense that Robert represented 
this local legend. 

Robert’s extensive knowledge of the justice 
system and his incredible work ethic earned 
the respect of his colleagues in the law profes-
sion. Over 50 of Robert’s felony criminal cases 
have resulted in no-bills due to the Grand Jury 
Defense presentations that his team worked 
on. In 2012, he helped prove a wrong man 
had been arrested, which resulted in another 
capital murder case being dismissed. The im-
pact of Robert’s work is far reaching. 

Over his career, Robert has maintained a 
strong focus on ethics and has received nu-
merous accolades. He is the Founder and 
Chairman of the Ethics Committee for the 
Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association 
and the Harris County Criminal Lawyers Asso-
ciation. In 2011, he recognized a need for 
criminal defense attorneys to have access to 
an ethics hotline and urged the Texas Criminal 
Defense Lawyers Association to create one. In 
addition, Robert has been named by H-Texas 
Magazine as one of Houston’s Best Criminal 
Defense Lawyers each year from 2004 to 
2010 and as well as one of Houston’s ‘‘Top 
Lawyers for the People’’ each year from 2004 
to 2010. In 2012 and 2013, Robert received 
the President’s Award from the Texas Criminal 
Defense Lawyers Association in recognition of 
his excellent work during those years. In addi-
tion to these honors, Robert has recently been 
named by the College of the State Bar of 
Texas as the recipient of the Jim D. Bowmer 
Professionalism Award for 2012. This high 
honor is awarded annually to an outstanding 
College member based on achievement or 
contribution to professionalism. Robert con-
tinues to contribute to the legal profession by 
authoring monthly columns in The Defender 
and The Voice for Defense Magazines. He 
also serves on the faculty of the Center for 
American and International Law. 

In addition, there are books written about 
several of his high profile cases, including 
Ashes to Ashes and another book about Pam 
Perillo, who was eight hours away from execu-
tion, but because of a writ hearing in Federal 
Court that Robert filed, her life was spared. 
Several of his well-known cases, were docu-
mented on national TV specials: ‘‘Women on 
Death Row’’ and ‘‘Caught on Camera’’. 

As a former prosecutor and then judge, I 
know how consuming this career can be. But, 
I also know how meaningful and rewarding it 

can be. Robert’s innovation, determination and 
compassion for helping others makes him one 
of the best attorneys in the nation. I am truly 
blessed to consider him one of my dearest 
friends and am honored to give him the rec-
ognition that he deserves. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SEPI 
RICHARDSON 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, August 2, 2013 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Sepi Richardson who is retiring after 15 years 
of service on the Brisbane City Council, in-
cluding two terms as mayor. Sepi may be 
leaving the council, but her spirit and impact 
on our city and community will be felt for many 
years to come. 

As mayor, Sepi was very involved in all as-
pects of planning and policy-level decisions 
while always looking after the financial health 
and welfare of the city. She oversaw the re-
modeling of the community center, the com-
munity park and playground, Brisbane’s ma-
rina, the skate park, the teen center and the 
Mission Blue Performing Art Center. She also 
dedicated much of her time and energy to pre-
serving open space and to creating rec-
reational and public spaces that benefit every-
one in the community, such as the community 
garden, the swimming pool, school fields, 
Bayshore bike lane, the community meeting 
room in City Hall and the farmer’s market. 
Sepi has been a tireless advocate for seniors 
and children. Under her leadership, Brisbane 
built the Senior Sunrise Room and senior 
housing. 

Sepi is a familiar face to most Brisbane resi-
dents having served on about 20 county 
boards and commissions. She was a board 
member on the Airport Community Roundtable 
and the Association of Governments (C/CAG) 
and a chair or vice chair on four committees 
within those associations. In those capacities 
she was a leader on issues such as revenue 
and taxation, employee compensation, benefit 
administration, transportation, energy effi-
ciency, sustainability, emergency prepared-
ness and education. 

In addition to her county and region-wide 
accomplishments, Sepi has left her mark on 
the city of Brisbane. She served on the Fi-
nance/Labor Negotiations, Public Information/ 
Technology, Planning, Parks and Recreation, 
Open Space and Ecology committees, was a 
liaison to the Chamber of Commerce and 
worked on education and arts funding and rec-
ognition. 

To understand how one person can be in-
volved and effective in so many aspects of 
public service, you must know Sepi. Her en-
ergy, enthusiasm and dedication are endless. 
She loves her community and never hesitates 
to serve others. 

Sepi was born as the first of six siblings in 
Tehran, Iran. She came to the United States 
in 1972. From 1975 to 1979 she went to Ger-
many where she earned her BA in Business 
Management from the University of Maryland 
on its Germany campus. She received her 
Master’s Degree in Educational Counseling 
and Psychology from California State Univer-
sity San Bernardino. 
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